CENTRAL AMERICA (2)

Two   LARGEST   WEST  INDIAN   ISLANDS, Cuba
and Haiti, are nominally independent; though U.S.
maintains peculiar relations with both. Remaining
islands divided between U.S., Britain, France, and
Holland.
U.S. holds Puerto Rico, taken from Spain after
the war of 1898, and the Virgin Islands, purchased
from Denmark, 1917. Puerto Rico has one and a,
half million inhabitants; Virgin Islands, 22,000.
New constitution granted to latter, 1936.
British islands include some of oldest British
possessions, among them Bahamas, 20 inhabited
islands with total population of 60,000; Jamaica,,
taken from Spaniards, 1655, population just over a
million; Leeward Islands, total population 122,000;
Windward Islands, population 82,000; Barbados,.
British since 1625, population 180,000; and Trinidad
(see map 60).
France holds Guadaloupe and Martinique, and
Holland a group of islands of which the chief is
Curacao.
West Indian Islands produce mainly cane sugar,,
tobacco, bananas, and some coffee.
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